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Mt Baker Group Sponsors
Energy Film Series March 29 & 31

Come view these free films and learn more
about clean energy production in Bellingham.

Collaborative efforts to bring the Focus on Energy
Film Series to Bellingham brought together the Mt
Baker Group, Solar Washington, Sustainable
Connections, the Pickford Cinema, Museum of Radio
and Electricity, Cascadia Weekly and the City of
Bellingham Green Power Challenge. These
organizations brought these films to Bellingham
because of their common interest in reducing green
house gas emissions in the Bellingham vicinity
through the use of clean energy generating
technologies. Over the two day film series short films
with an emphasis on local green energy programs and
feature length films will be shown at the American
Museum of Radio.

Feature length films to be screened are: Kilowatt Ours
(Thurs, March 29, 7:00 pm) and Too Hot to Handle
(Sat, March 31, 2:00 pm). On Saturday evening
(March 31, 7:00) short and intermediate length films
will be shown in combination with a presentation and
discussion lead by Paul Horton, the executive director
of Climate Solutions. He will discuss local and
statewide efforts underway to reduce green house gas
emissions through alternative energy production and
the key challenges facing us in implementing clean
energy production technologies

The film series is presented by Sierra Club
Productions (component of the National Sierra Club),
and made available to local activists interested in
publicizing the challenges that Global Climate Change
present and the opportunities for reducing green house
gases that energy generation produces. Solar
Washington members are engaged in promoting and
facilitating the use of alternative energy production
technologies. The City of Bellingham is promoting
green power consumption in Bellingham by
purchasing 100% of the electricity used in City
Buildings from Puget Sound Energy’s Green Energy
program, and by encouraging Bellingham residents to
buy Green Energy from PSE too.

Focus on Energy Film Series

American Museum of Radio (1312 Bay St, B’ham)
Mar 29, 6:30 pm- Kilowatt Ours

Mar 31, 2:00 pm — Too Hot to Handle

Mar 31, 7:00 pm — Short films & Paul Horton
FREE - Donations accepted
http://www.sconnect.org/focusonenergy

Additional Energy films that are not being shown
through the film series will be shown in a “Tuesday
night Movies” at Sierra Club members houses and at
the Food Coop’s Community Connections building on
April 6. Check the Mt Baker Group website for times
and locations.

Wild Sky Wilderness
The Wild Skykomish Wilderness Protection bill was
reintroduced by Congressman Rick Larson to the 110"
Congress. In early March it passed out of the House
Natural Resources Committee, which means it will be

considered by the full House of Representatives in the
near future. Senator Patty Murray is planning to
introduce the companion bill in the Senate. It looks
good for passage of the bill this year, and we will have
a new wilderness area in Washington!




Raingardens in Northwestern Washington

The Mt Baker Group is organizing a program to
promote construction of raingardens at individual
residences around Whatcom, and Skagit Counties.
Raingardens help reduce impacts of human activities
on our streams, restoring many important hydrologic
processes to more natural conditions. The basic
principle of a raingarden is to divert stormwater runoff
from pavement and roof tops to irrigate gardens.
Rainwater applied to raingardens also enhances

infiltration of groundwater to shallow aquifers, which
sustains stream flow during low flow summer months.

If you would like to learn more about raingardens, help
design and set up this brand new program, or simply
get help installing a raingarden at your home, contact
Llyn Doremus, or check the Mt Baker Group website.
First meeting to brainstorm ideas for what the program
will consist of will be scheduled in early May.

Blanchard Mountain Compromise

Blanchard Mountain management has gotten pretty
contentious. If you haven’t been reading about the
recent management agreement in the local papers , read
on. Over the past year the Washington Department of
Natural Resources convened the Blanchard Strategies
Group (BSG) made up of stakeholders from local
interest groups concerned about Blanchard Mountain.
The Group was tasked with developing a mutually
acceptable management for Blanchard Mountain, that
would preserve recreational uses and income
generation through timber harvest (which is mandated
for DNR land management of these 4,800 acres). The
Blanchard Strategies Agreement proscribes that only
1,600 acres of Blanchard Mountain be maintained for
recreational uses, under management similar to a
“Natural Resource Conservation Area”, allowing
thinning and road building in this “core” protected
area. The rest of Blanchard is available for timber
harvest, and the agreement decrees that all parties will
work to promote timber harvest on National Forest
Lands, in particular the Finny Block of the upper
Skagit watershed.

To maintain a consistent revenue stream, despite the
one-third reduction in the harvest area on Blanchard,
new lands need to be purchased by DNR that are
forested and viable for harvest. The Bloedel property
to the northwest of Blanchard is the target for
purchase. Additional state funds (estimated at $15
million) will needed from the State Legislature for the
purchase of those lands.

As you might expect, this Agreement has many
detractors, sparking heated debate. At issue is the
small size of the protected core, the vague language
that is supposed to provide the “protection”, and the
promotion of timber harvest on National Forest
Lands—which the Sierra Club worked hard to put a
stop to under the Northwest Forest Plan adopted by the
Clinton Administration.

Public input on the Agreement was solicited by DNR
at an Open House hosted on Feb 12 at the Burlington-
Edison High School. Over 100 people attended, the
vast majority representing interests that want to see
Blanchard managed for recreation and environmental
purposes -- not income generation through timber
harvest. Public Lands Commissioner Doug Sutherland
spoke briefly to the crowd about the next steps. His
final decision on future management of Blanchard
Mountain will take the BSG Agreement and public
comment into consideration. However, neither the
Agreement nor the public comments will necessarily
be part of the final management decision he
pronounces. We’ll just have to wait and see what his
management decision will be.

Contact your state representatives, and encourage them
to support the allocation of $7 million for Blanchard’s
core protection (as inadequate as it is, we still want
something protected on Blanchard!). Please also tell
them that you think the agreement needs to afford
greater protection of Blanchard Mountain from
logging. Senator Harriet Spanel represents the district
that Blanchard is in, and has been working with us on
this for years. She wants constituent input. Check the
DNR website for info about Commissioner
Sutherland’s decision on Blanchard Mountain, and
emerging ideas on how to get better protections for
Blanchard.

Meanwhile, some of the most committed Blanchard
Mountain protectionists are working together to form
the Chuckanut Mountain Park District. A Park
District is a special purpose government, and requires
authorization through a voter initiative. We are working
to get the initiative on the November ballot. If enacted
the Park District would tax district residents to generate
funds for purchase and protection of lands on
Blanchard Mountain. If you want to help protect
Blanchard Mountain from logging you can learn more
at their website at: www.chuckanutmpd.org




Upcoming Events

Check the Mt Baker Group webpage for Recent updates and info about events

Rainforest Trail Maintenance, Diobsud Creek, March 31, Sat., North Cascades. - Annual trail upkeep in one
of Washington’s Roadless areas. Easy work, all welcome, tools provided. Contact Mark at 206-632-1550

for information about where and when to meet

Focus on Energy Film Festival, Museum of Radio and Electricity — March 27, Thurs., 6:30 pm, Kilowatt Ours;
March 31, Sat., 2:00 pm, Too Hot to Handle; March 31, Sat. 7:00 pm, selected shorts and Paul Horton
Discussion on Climate Change. It will be possible to sign up for Green Power at any of the film showings.

Lowland Forest Trail Maintenance, Baker Lake Trail, April 1, Sun. — Trail repair with the US Forest Service,
in one of the state’s largest roadless areas, all welcome. Contact Mark at 206-632-1550

Movie night at the Co-op, April 6. 7:00 pm, Food Co-op Community Connections Building,
Bellingham - More energy film festival movies, free. Reserve at the co-op

Earth Day Celebration, Global Warming Action, April 14, 2007 12:00 — 3:00 pm - Maritime Heritage
Park- speakers, musicians and local organizations in the park. Stream in from wherever you live,
wearing red, carrying signs, making your statement to stop global warming.

http://events.stepitup2007.org/

Green Power Community Party, April 21, Farmer's Market, Bellingham, announcement at noon of
the final numbers for Bellingham's Green Power purchasing and awarding of a prize to the
neighborhood association with the most Green Power purchased.

Tuesday night movies — more films from the Sierra Club’s Energy Film Festivals, some that didnt make it to
the Focus on Energy Festival, this time watching at member’s homes. April 10, 7:00 pm - contact Llyn;
April 24, 7:00 pm- contact Stan to find out about movies showing, reserve space or get directions

New Mt Baker Group Webpage

We're updating the Mt Baker Group’s webpage with
info about programs that other Mt Baker Group
members and what they are working on. Learn
about other members’ activities and interests, find
new activities to participate in, check out
opportunities for you to start your own project, or
meet new people to turn get your ideas into actions.
CHECK IT oUT!

Washington Legislature Update

The Washington legislature is in session for 90 days this
year until April 22 (session length alternates every 2
years between 90 and 60 day duration). The Cascade
Chapter’s super lobbyist Craig Engleking has been
working on legislation to set green house gas emission
Washington State, in addition to the Healthy Priorities

bills that are established in coordination with the rest of
the environmental organizations in Washington.

ESSB 6001 passed out of the Senate on March 10, and is
on to the House for consideration So what does the bill
do? In a nutshell, it closes the door on any new "dirty"
coal plants for Washington consumers. It sets a
greenhouse gas emissions standard for electricity
consumed in Washington that conventional, "dirty" coal
plants simply cannot meet...they pump out way too much
CO2. 6001 also sets statewide greenhouse gas reduction
targets. These goals are intended to align with what the
scientific community says we need to reach in order to
stabilize the global climate.

So, what can you do? Call you representative and tell
them to vote YES when this bill comes up in the
Legislature. For up to date info on the bill check the
Cascade Chapter webpage:
http://cascade.sierraclub.org/priorities/legislation or
the Washington State Legislature webpage:
http://lwww1.leg.wa.gov/legislature
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